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A Scourge for a Vagabond LIBEL, 
INTITULED, | 


Goodman Country to bis Worſhip the City. 


* Shall pot ſpend time in Hunting out the Abſconded Author of this Paper, 
- "Though by the impertinent Contents dangling down its fides, one might give 
- ' a ſhrewd pueſr. There is a certain Worſhipful Scribbler that peſters the Town 
- with a Litter of Pamphlers much of the ſame complexion, and jult fo accoutred, 
— Buffoon in the Text, and Srateſman in the Margin. But whether it be He, or 
onely fome puny Imitator of the ſame Caf, is not much material. Our bulinels is to 
conſider its matter and ſcope 3 which, without Speacles of Prejadice, may be diſco- 
vercd to be 4 Libel upon the City of Londox 3 and perhaps it is the firli time that ever 
that Honourable Corporation was (o open!y and cftrontedly, and withal lo cauſcicſly 
ſeandalfd ; For can any thing be more falſe and flanderous than that ——— The City 
prondly and inſolently calls all the Proteſtants that g9.to Church, by the name of Church- 
P epifts, and Fopiſhly affefed ? And yet this He no lefs than four times repcais in lc(s 
than forty lines. Again, he takes them all to task — Come, come, leave your Mad- 
eſs and Fooling : As if our Citizens, every Mothers Childe, were turn'd Bcd'amites 
and Jack- Adamles. Nay, not content to repreſent them as Changlings and Mad men, 
he makes them Cannibals and Villains too, that will Treat the beſt and greateſt part of 
tbe Nation with Blows and bloody Perſecution. And immediatcly atter feigns them 
xeady prepared for a' Rebellion, longing after an Holy War, td fight the Lords Bartel ; 
and ptefcribes where they ſhall mufter, and rphere they muſt not quarter their Troops, &c. 
Now what can all this tend to, but to create Jealouſics in the mind of the King ? 
(were he not ( as we know, and bleſs God he is) a Prince of greater wiſdom than 
to hearken to the miſchicvous ſoggeftions of any ſuch vile mercenary Incendiaries : ) 
To make. him ſuſpe& the Loyalty of his Imperial City ? and render the Inhabitants 
thereof infamous, and'for ever odious to all the good People and Loyal Subj<Rs in 
the world ? | 
But what's the matter ? what horrid Crime has London committed to give cauſe for 
fach-Black RefleFions ? Nothing inthe world, 'Sirs, but choſcn according to Cultom 
a couple of Sherzffr. This our Author acknowledges at firlt fiep, the occaſion of all 
his out-cries We have of late been in a wonndy Pudder and T atile about the E- 
tefion of Sheriffr. [Here he belies the Country as liberally as afterwards the City 3 
for ſure Country-men are generally more diſcrect than to trouble themſelves fo much 
about a matter that-did not concern them 3 efpecially if they are fo very indifferent as 
He-preſently tells us, Not to care what they are, or wha; they will be, or what Party they 
are of, as long as they have money. But though he makes his ſuppotcd Country to k 
kick Glly regardleſs teHows, yet he muſt give as who are concern'd, I-ave to be more 
chreum(peR, and to chaſe men (as much as in us lies ) thac are likely by their@r#- 
dirice and Moderation to be moſi ſerviceable to' the Publick: for though we neglect 
not the. Bfave, y:twe ſhould not+ ( whatever we have done ) make that the ſole Dua- 
Ification. © For-whyſhoald ſuch Offees bc intrafted in the hands of any whoſe Braizs 
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lie ip their Chat, or whoſe Zeal for the Proteſtant Religion reaches no further than bc- 
ginning an Health, or who ſhall think they have laudably diſcharg'd their Duty when 
they have ſpent a thouſand pounds or 1wo in making people drank for the Honour of 
the City. We (peak not this to reffet on any, much lets the worthy Gentlemen late 1a 
nomigation, ( whe for ought we hear, were perlons very well qualitieds and the onely ( 
reaſon;why they were not Eleded, fectis to b:, rhat they had too many Friends in the | 
City Who were unwilling to vote them 1nto a Charge fo troubleſome and expenſive; ) | 
we mcntion it ovely to confute that, ſage Aphoriſm ot our little Sir Poll, wherewith 
he ſtruts his Margin ——— That It is mo matter who the City chuſes for Sheriffs, (5 
. they are wealthy. Bur before this, hefalls into a K aving fit, and falks of carrying the —_ +1 
Cauſe, a Batrel, atnd a Vidory 3 and this attended with Howuting and Shouting, and 
flouriſhing of Haidkerchiefs. * Tis hard to reconcile it to ſenſe, how the City can be 
jaid thus to Battel and TrywmpWover it felt 5 bur it ſeems he would have bis folks in | 
the Country believe that the Livery- men went to Loggerheads about their Choice, and 
a pitcht field to have been fought in Guzld-ball. This 1s not the firſt miſrepreſenta- 
tion of that bulinceſs 3 and though we thought it had been (uſhciently clear?d, and the 
Authors of ({uch Stories cover'd with guilty Bluſhes z yet fince he revives it, let us 
bricfly review the matter. | | 
The City of L#ndon has a Right ( though this Libeller take liberty to jeer atit ) 
praQtis'd time ont of mind, allow'd by many Charters, and confirm'd by divers Ads 
of Parliament, freely to elect every year their Sheriffs, To this purpole being mec | 
in Common Hall, the two Gentlemen, lince Declared , were choſen by majority of 
Hands ( in the judgment of moti indifterent Spectators, near Ter to one ) and the 
preſent Sheritts gave their Opinion, that they were EleGed. It happened (1 know | 
not why, or out of what deſigne) lome perſons preſent would, notwithſtanding the 
apparent Diſproportion, demand a Poll, which was as freely granted z but adjoxrn'd ; | 
| 
| 
; 


| 


( moK Ci:izcns apprehended contrary to former Cuſtom ) for decifion, from time to 
time for ({cvcral days after : fo that no Surprize, Tumult, &c. could be pretended. - 
This being admitted and accompliſht,upon ſumming up the Books,it appeared that the 
firſt two had fairly near a thouſand Names apicce more than the others 3 and fo they 
were declared the Free Choice of the City. 
Now where's the Treaſon of all this? or if there were any Fadjon, on which fide 
did it lie ? How does this buſineſs wound the Church of Englaud, or concern Forty one ? | 
or why mult this Gaffer Two-ſhoes pott up a Letter to the City of Loxder, and charge 25 L 
it with Schiſm and Kebellioz upon this occafion ? | ; - 

But we muſt dive a little deeper, if we would fadome the bottom of theſe peltilent 
Scribblers Intrigues. "Tis too apparent there are. a fort of mcn in the world that | | 
wou'd be taken for good Prote(tants, and the moſt Loyal Subjects, who very indultri- 
ouſly, though no lels ſubtlely, and under odd Diſgniſes, endeavour to leſſen or utterly. 
efface the belief of the Popith Plot, and bawlk the profccution of the Conlpirators, | 
and at the ſame time take all occaſions ( and rather than fail, will make ſome ) to di- 
vide and exaſperate Proteltants one againſt another, and create miſunderitandivgs, and : 
borridly r: prc{c nt the moſt innocent Actions, and particularly amuſe people that the 
Church of England is in danger, and the Government ready to be invaded by ſome 
Proteſtants, and that all Diſſeaters jn point of Ceremony are far more dangcrous than | 
Papiſis \ that Forty one is reviv*d,and a Rebellion cartying on, &c. 

Now to take right mcaſures of their defignes herein, we muſt conſider, 

1. That within theſe two years there was diſcovered, juſt when it was Tipe for ex- 
ecutioh, and ready to involve us all in Bloud and Confuſion, 4 Damxable Popiſh Plot. 
And that the ſame was real, we have ( after a long Examination ) it attclted by the 
King in repeated Proc!amations, by (cveral Parliaments in axaximows Votes, by all the 
Fudges of the Land 1n their proceedings, and by the Church in publick Prayers and 
Thankigivings for our Deliverance. So that whoever hall deny or doubt of it, mult 
nec«flarily be guilty of the moſt fawcy impudence, in yiving the lye to the greatcii Au- 
thorities on Earth, and ought julily to be eticemed as an Accomplice os Abctter of that 
horrid Conſpiracy. 

2. The Reality of a Plot of that vaſt undertaking,and ſo far advenc'd, being gran. EE 
ted, can it be ſuppoſed, that no body but poor Ned Coltemas and balt a (core rackglly. | 
Feſants were concern'd in it? *Tis true, there are ſome people would gladly lay it 


wholly on the Society. The Jeſuits (ſay they) arc Villains, and elways plotting Trea- | \ 
ſons, but it cannot be thought that the Body of Catbolicks could be dxawn in to con- LEES 
ſent to any (uch Baſeneſs. a To | 
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To this we anſwer , This is but an old thred-bare Shifre. The Gunpowder-Trea- 
ſon we have oft been told was carried on by a few Deſpers4s's, the buſineſs in Treland 
( where there were Two hundred thouſand Innocents mot barbarouſly murder'd ) 
was onecly the Heat of a few zealow Tories, 6c. But in truth, theſe things being of 
the nature of thoſe, Due nunguam landantyr nifi peraiia, which are never own'd till 
accomphiſht, we arc to look upon ſuch Pretenfions as frivolous and defigning. Thoſe 
that now pretend to abominate it, would, if it had taken eft:&&, have applauded it as 
brave and meritoriow. And whercas they would pin it onely on the Jeſuits, "cis well, 
known moſt of the Popiſh Nobility and Gentry have pcrſons of that Society for their 
Confeſſors, Now if they are ( as theſe little Advocates agree ) people of. ſuch defpe- 
rate principles, will they not _( having ſuch opportunities ) ſoon leaven the whole Lump ? 


_ He that acknowledges Jeſuits are Plotters, will but in vain deny, that all the reſt whole 


Souls they have the condudt of ( which arc the greateſt part and of the greateſt influ- 
ence in England ) are very likely co be ſo co0. | | 

3- Agreeing therefore (a5 neceſſarily we muſt) That *tis not likely a few ſhould un- 
dertake fach a dclign, which *cwas impoſſible to carry on without great numbers of 
perſons of ality and Eſtates ; and that *tis probable the Body of Papiſts were atu- 
ally engaged, or tair]y dilpolcd co joyn therein z can any vigilance be too great, any 
care too much ? is not a charitable union amongſ(i Proteſtants neceſlary, and firi pro- 
Jecution but requilite to obviate and puniſh ſuch a Conſpiracy ? 

4+ But this Plot having thus taken wind,how ſhould the Traitors ſecure their repute, 
make good their Rexreat, or gain preſent Impunity,and future opportunities for an Af- 
:cr-g ame,but either by an obſtinate out-facing, or a Politick diverſion? The firft they ran as 
tar as*ewould go,witneſs the impudent denyals of the Traitors at the Gibbet, wherein 
ſeveral of them have notoriouſly been proved Liars,as Gavan,Treland,&c. Witneſs too 
their numerous bare-fac'd Pamphlets,as,The Compendixm,e#c.But finding this too ſhore, 
chey Taſe up the ſecond : Then comes on the forging of a Proteſtant Plot,(happily dil 
covereaat-Colonel Manſels Lodgings) the Buzze that the Church of Eugland was m 
danger, and the out-cry of Forty oe, without the leaſt grounds in the world ; but thus 
Thieves purſued, hope to elcape by cryivg fop Thief after an honeſt man 3 and crafty 
Lapwings draw people from their own Nets, by fluttering and Mewing at a diſtance. 
And though it were the moſt unaccountable notion imaginable , That the Church of 
Exgland ſhould ſuffer or be endangered by a vigorous peofecution of Popiſo Traitors , 
yer by the induſtry of the Broachers, this conceit has niot a little ſerved their intereſt. 

5. They have therefore procured,(or at leaſt (o it has happened) That multitudes of 
wheadling fquinting Pamphlets arc daily ſpawn'd abroad , ſome to Ridteale the Plot, 
and Aſpcrfe the Evidence, others to Create Jealouſics and Animolities 3 ſome to bal- 
Jance Accounts , and repreſent Papiſts and diſſenting Proteſtants equally dangerome. 
And though the firſt are actually proved gxilty, bat the ſecond befides contributing to 
His Majefties Reſtawration, have ever fince moſt peacefully demean'd themſelves, yet 
ſo prevalcnt are theſe dividing Charms, That the Church of Englazd is not only fer 
at a greater diftance, and fo new Fewds raiſca, but things aimolt brought to that paſs, 
chat the PPopifh Plot ſccms forgot by Proteltantsz and every one that zealoully en- 
deavours to dcte& it, and bring the prime known Conſpirators to Juſtice , 1s prelently. 
fiigmatiz'd as a Phanatick, a FaRious Fellow, an cncmy to the Church and Govern= 
ment, &-c. and what greater Advantages can the Romanifts hope tor ? | 

6.1n order to this,obſerve what ſlexder opportunitics they lay hold on. A little debate 
bappens ia Loxdox abont Sheriffs, tiraight the whole City is Arraign'd as ready for Re- 
bellion. The City in Common-ball humbly defares its Loyalty to be lignificd to the King, 
to take off baſe miſrepreſentations; proteſts its reſolution to ſtand by him to the utmoti 
peril;begs His Majcfiy co make uſe of His Great Conncil,as a fure Expedient to trultrate 
the wicked Councils of Rome. And the Citizens aflembled, fignitie their joyning in 
this bumble Petition , and demonſtrate their zcalous affection to His Maj: tiies Perton 
and Government, by unanimous ( but net diſorderly) Acclamations » and this is here 
carpt at, as Tumwlt and Sedition, and the Triwmphs of .the City for a Victory over the 
Church of Englend ! Can any thing be more unjult,er indeed more Seditious * or tend 
more to amule our fellow-Subje&s in the Conntry.or more diſhonowr and render us con- 
temptible to Nations abroad / 

Yet till our Author is ſore offended,that any body ſhould (ay there are any ſuch Am- 
pbibious Creatures amongſt us, as Church-P apiſts, er Proteſtants in Maſquerade 3 but is 
not this a ſhrewd ſign that himſelf is one? Gonſcius ipſe fibi, &e. For though no good 

man, 


xcatelt Bulwark againlt Popery : ) 
Thctter themſelves under her Mantle 


ſpitdrowr?, &c. hbw then can we more One exper , than by the Title of 


A Proteſtant in Maſq erade ® And. thoug | 
worider for \ Roh P api to ſwallow Oaths, and joyn in outward Communion con- 
traty'fo Conſcience, witnels their DoCtrine of Dzſpenſations, ©c. I ſhall onely give 
you the Tcitimwnies of two Anthers,one a Papift when he wrote the o: her bur late be- 
fore come over from them 3 and ſo neither unacquaino!ted with their practii.<: the firſt 
a Secular Prieft (during their quarrel with the Jeſuits )in a Treatiſe printed Anno 1601. 
Intituled, A, Dialogue between 4a Gentleman and a Prieſt, p. 97. has thele words: t— The 
Feſuits h ave freely permitted Catholicks to go to Church with Proteſtants, 2nd make no ſin 
nor ſeruple of it; thus no Law conld take hold of them , for who could be known to be 2 
Catholick? "© Y 
' Gent. Did they grant this Liberty to all? 
 Pricft. Dr this Fri they Hid ir." If one were a notorious known Catholick where be came, 
then t 
al, a ne otherwiſe; but if one were tot certain'y known to be ſuch a Catholjck, 


he night go without offence 3 apou condition, that if be beard any Heretical Do- 


Grinepreached, which moved int to doubt in any point of Faith , he ſmoxld pre- 
ſently come'to ſome of thoſe Fathers to bereſolved. 


The ſecond,6ne** obu Ci ley a Seminary Priett, (converted from the Romiſh Church) 


in a'Book called =-< Dof}/inzt ard Moral Obſervations, publiſhed Axno 1512: in his 
EpiBle to che Reader , thne + 


there are in this Realm many Aſſembling Proteſtants, [ there's a Synony mous term for the 
Proteftants in Maſquerade] who outwardly do all the als of Religion belonging to this 
Chmrch of England , either to ftay in their places in the Common-weatlh, or to avoid the 
Perl Laws and yet in their hearts are reſolved Believers of the Roman Faith, egregiouſly 


defferhbling buth with God and men, and pratiifing moſt notorious equivecation , not (tic 


26 take Daths, receive SActaments, gs Church, and commit many a like ac : 


direGly ag aintt their Conſci-nces and perſwaſion. 

- Thvs you fee by Catholick Teftimonics what has been donezand is there not as much 
zealon for them to play theſe rricks now as ever ? Therefore Ict the Bliſter rife on that 
fajle Tongue that would wheadle us into too good an opinion of Popith Innocency. 

Having thus laid open our Authors man detign, 1 have not only Anſwered bin, but 
two and twenty Pamphlets beſides, for they 'are all of a piece. As tor the reft of his 
Libe!,*iis fooling and impertinence. Did the people 31 King Edward's,vr ©ueen Marzies 
days , firſt Model and Compile your Religion * how then will you fatizhe the Papiſts 
when th: y ask you, where-it was before Luther ? In Queen El;z abetbs, King Fameſes, 
and Kivg Charles the Firlt's 'tinie, people went to their Payith Churches Erges, there is 
NOW no PopihÞPlot,nor any body that can make mifchict nvder ab Dont PIctencc. 
Eut how arc you lure, that if ever an Army of fixty thowfand men get int) the beart 
our En, ous het Jo eaſily Conquer it ? Perhaps you arc North Country, but lafſure 
you 1 am Wet,and our Volk are toc of the opinion : for if ever we carch yu with your 
Threeſcire Thouſands, be they French or trifÞh, or any other Papifs, 1, or Scotith Prel- 
byters cither, we will in defenee of our Ky | 


] gF, and our Religion, icnd you all to Pargas 
tory, and then how- wil your Worſhip an{wrtr it, tor Berogming and Sepuxing the Pope at 
this Fate 2 WE will not veg 


them; yet we will;ymplore God god the Kipg,that Poputh and alt oth Yr; atons,me 
e'ktly detedled od punijhed. Fas FE. 9 Y y 
Fhus __ fo tieep your (elf cleft, and prevent (if you can) g {marter An/wer 
lhoxdy hog the £illoryyorthe Whipptag-pot 
(2 by FU 


. Icommut you to your & ttioy, 
N-1 $. 


taught it to be unlawful in that place to go to Church, by rea ſon of ſcan-. 


expreſſes himſelt, —— ] mu give you fartber notice, that 


e any noneft Churth of Exgſand men, but love and bonowr - 


